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Dear friends in Teams, 

wŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ hǳǊ άWƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέτ¢Ƙƛǎ 
bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŎȅŎƭŜ ǎŜŜǎ ǳǎ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ¸ŜŀǊ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
ōŜƎǳƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƎƻΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
ǘƘǳƳōƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŀ 
ƭƛǧƭŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ D.-
ǿƛŘŜ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ /ƻǳǇƭŜ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
ƭƛƴƎŜǊ ŦǊŜǎƘƭȅ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-ǎŜŀǎƻƴŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ /ŀũŀǊŜƭ ǎŜǘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ¢ŜŀƳΣ ŀƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ ōȅ 
Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǇǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ 
ƪƴƻǿ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ōŜǧŜǊΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ άƧƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ ŜǾƻƪŜǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ¢ŜŀƳǎ 
D. ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎΣ ŀōƻǳǘ άǎȅƴƻŘŀƭƛǘȅέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ±ŀǝŎŀƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǝƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘ нлно Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ άǎȅƴƻŘŀƭƛǘȅέ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ 
άƧƻǳǊƴŜȅƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέΥ  ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎΣ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǝŎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

hƴ нн WǳƴŜ нлннΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƭŜǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
{ȅƴǘƘŜǎƛǎ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǎǳƳƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴΣ ƛƴ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŶǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ tŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ун ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

YŜȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŜǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŘǎ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ ƻƴ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ όƭŜŎǝƻ ŘƛǾƛƴŀύ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ 
aƻǎǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƳŜƴǝƻƴ ōŀǎƛŎ ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀƭ-ǘȅǇŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ōƻǘƘ ƭŀȅ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ŀǎ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎȅƴƻŘŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŘŜōƛƭƛǘŀǝƴƎ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
{ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ƴŜǿ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǳƴƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΦ 

/ƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƻǳǊ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƻƭŜ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ǳǎ ŀ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǾƛǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ¢ŜŀƳǎΚ м 

{ŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ LƳƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅτ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƳƻǾŜǎ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀǳŘŀǘƻ {ƛΩ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ 9wL 
όLƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀŘƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳύ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜƳŜτϦ{ŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ LƳƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅέτǘƘŀǘ 
ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ нлнл ŜƴŎȅŎƭƛŎŀƭ CǊŀǘŜƭƭƛ ¢ǳǩ ƻƴ CǊŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ŬǊǎǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ όŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎύ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ /ŀƴŀ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
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ƘŀǳƴǝƴƎ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΣ ά¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǿƛƴŜΦέ    {ǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ǘǊŜŀǘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜǇƛǎƻŘŜǎ ƛƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ 
ŘŜǇǊƛǾŀǝƻƴǎΦ  ¦ƭǝƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘΣ ŀƉƛŎǝƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ 
ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƭƭŜƴƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜƴǎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŀŎƪ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƧƻȅƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊŜŎƪŀƎŜ 
ƻŦ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜŘ ŀǧǳƴŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀũŜŎǝƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜǊƴƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ƎǳŜǎǎΦ  
hŦ ŀƭƭ ŎŀƭŀƳƛǝŜǎΣ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǳǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎΗ н 

bŜǿ ²ƛƴŜΣ CǊŜǎƘ {ƪƛƴǎΗτ¢ƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜŀƳǎ D. ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άwŜ-DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎέ ŦǊƻƳ нм ǘƻ но !ǇǊƛƭ нлно ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

IŀȅŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ {ǿŀƴǿƛŎƪΣ 5ŜǊōȅǎƘƛǊŜ 59рр м!¦Φ  Lǘǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ 

άbŜǿ ²ƛƴŜΣ CǊŜǎƘ {ƪƛƴǎΗέ ōƭŜƴŘǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ п wΩǎΥ 

wŜ-DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎτ¢ƻ ŎƻƴǾŜƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƛƴ-ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ о D. wŜƎƛƻƴǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀƳǎ D. слǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ 

ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƻǾƛŘ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ 

wŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎτ¢ƻ ǊŜƭŀȄ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƳƛŘ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ όƛΦŜΦΣ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ 

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŜŀƳǎ D.ύ 

wŜƴŜǿƛƴƎτ¢ƻ ǘŀǇ ƛƴǘƻ aŀǊȅΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ Ƨƻȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΣ 

ǎǝǊǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳ άaȅ ǎƻǳƭ ƳŀƎƴƛŬŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΗέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ 

ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦǊŀǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǿǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊ ά¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ 

ƴƻ ǿƛƴŜέ 

wŜǾƛǘŀƭƛǎƛƴƎτ¢ƻ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǾƛŘ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀƳǎ D.Σ ǘŀŎƪƭƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ 

ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǎȅƴƻŘŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

²Ŝ ƘŜŀǊǝƭȅ ǳǊƎŜ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ¢ŜŀƳΣ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 

ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀƳǎ D. ŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ άwŜ-DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎέΗ о 

We wish peace in safety for all of you, your families, and all those dear to 

your hearts. 

Janet and Paul DeBoo, Responsible Couple, Teams GB Central Region 

The Teams GB response to the Synod consultation, compiled by Super-Regional Couple 
Annette and Paul OôBeirne, can be downloaded from https://teams-transatlantic.org/latest-
news/.  It did not contribute to the CBCEW National Synthesis Document, but fed instead 
Equipes Notre-Dame Internationalôs direct synod response to the Vatican. 

The ñServing in Imitation of Maryò ERI Study Topic document is available on the Teams GB 
website (https://teamsgb.org.uk/members/study-topics/) and the Teams Trans-Atlantic 
website (https://teams-transatlantic.org/2021-22-study-topic/). 

The Animating Team aim that online registration will become available via the Teams GB 
website by early October.  This and other details will be advised in Regional update emails 
circulated by Regional Couples. 

 

 

 

https://teams-transatlantic.org/latest-news/
https://teams-transatlantic.org/latest-news/
https://teamsgb.org.uk/members/study-topics/
https://teams-transatlantic.org/2021-22-study-topic/
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As we write this we are being blessed with 
some rain after the long hot spell that we have 
experienced over the summer months. Living 
near the coast has provided many opportunities 
for walks on the beach and enjoying the ɤne 
weather. It has also been a timely reminder of 
the climate change crisis, and the problems that 
we have experienced being a small reminder of 
the impact on communities throughout the 
world.  

Many of you have been in contact asking about 
our Ukrainian guests and sharing your own 

stories and experiences. Our guests were delighted to be featured in our 
newsletter and several copies of the newsletter were sent to friends and 
family back in Ukraine. We have been truly blessed and enjoyed sharing 
our lives with them and they have become like family. Mark has become 
the resident tutor practicing reading with the two girls and helping with 
their English and Dympna has helped organise drop in centres locally. Our 
guests have very quickly settled into our parish and community and got 
to know other Ukrainians locally. The house is always full of children, 
often from several families as they enjoy getting together and sleepovers. 
Ivan, the Dad has gone abroad for several months, captaining a ship 
bringing Ukrainian grain to Africa. As we prayed together on the morning 
he left he said that he could go with a lighter heart knowing that his 
family was safe.  

We are also aware of families where there have been challenges and 
difɤculties with hosting. Through our work with foodbanks and pantries 
locally we can see the impact that the cost of living crisis is having on 
peopleȴs ɤnances and mental health. The readings this quarter reɥect 
some of these challenges. The October reading reminds us to be thankful 
when our prayers are answered and for all the blessings and healing that 
we receive. The November reading reminds us to be alert and vigilant and 
the December reading reminds us to be patient and not lose heart.  

We would love to hear from you and your 
team- a photo with a few lines or a proɤle 
would be great. We are blessed by our own 
team who have continued to meet, mostly by 
zoom over the past couple of years because 
of the pandemic and other challenges. Our 
team members continue to inspire and 
encourage us month on month.  

You will notice some information on the 
Teams weekend regathering planned for April 
next year. We very much look forward to 
seeing you there, God willing.  

God bless 

Mark and Dympna Edwards       
Formby Team & Newsletter Editors 

Letter from Editors 
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CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻǾƛŘΣ  ŀǎ ŀ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀǎ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ    ¢ƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ  ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ  ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŜǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ    ²Ŝ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ƻŦ ŀ {²h¢ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΣ  ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ  ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ  ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎΦ    ²Ŝ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŜŀƳǎ 
ƘŀŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΦ    hũǎŜǩƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ  ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ ǘƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻΦ    !ƭǎƻΣ  ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ¢ŜŀƳǎΣ  ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŬƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƻǿΣ  ǎƻ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ    ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ όǘŜŀƳǎƎōΦƻǊƎΦǳƪύ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ōǳǘ ǿŜ 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǎŜ ƛǘΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ  ǘƘŜ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ōȅ ½ƻƻƳΦ    ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ 
ǎŀǝǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ  ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘƭȅΦ    IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ  ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ    tŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƻǎŜƭȅ 
ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΣ  ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŜŀǊ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ǾŀǊƛŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǾƻƛŎŜ 
ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŦǳƭƭŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΦ    !ƴŘ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŀǘΣ  ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ 
ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ 

 

We invite you to the  

Teams Regathering  
21-23 April 2023, Swanwick 

{ǳǇŜǊ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻǳǇƭŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 
Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ 
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¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ƛǘŜƳ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ 
ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ 
{ǿŀƴǿƛŎƪΣ  ƛƴ 5ŜǊōȅǎƘƛǊŜΣ  ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлноΦ    
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻǾƛŘΣ   ǿŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ  ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ¢ŜŀƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ    
¢ƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ 
ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǝƻƴΣ  ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ  ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ  ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ  ŦƻǊ ŀǎ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ млл ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ    ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊǎΣ  ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳΣ  ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 
ŦƻǊ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ  ōǳǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ōƭŜƴŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΦ    5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ  ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ  ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘǿƻ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΩ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΦ    
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ-ŎƻǾƛŘ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ     hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ 
ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȄ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƘŜƴΣ  ŀƊŜǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ  ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ    ²Ŝ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ aŀǎǎ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŘƛǎǇŜǊǎŜΦ    !ǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ǝƳŜǘŀōƭŜ ƛǎ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴΣ  ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ  ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΣ  ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ǝƳŜǘŀōƭŜ ōȅ 
ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǳǘǳƳƴΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘǿƻŦƻƭŘΥ    ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŀǘ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ   .ǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ  ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǊŜƴŜǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƊŜǊ ŎƻǾƛŘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǝƻƴǎΣ  ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
ŀǳ Ŧŀƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ    ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǝƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŀƳ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ    ²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ  ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘǊȅ 
ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ    ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳΦ 

/ƘǊƛǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƳƛƴƛǉǳŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ 

D. ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊǎ 

IŀȅŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ  
{ǿŀƴǿƛŎƪ 
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The International College is an annual meeting of the International Leading Team 

with the Zone couples and super regional couples from around the world.  This 

year after 2 years of on-line meetings the College was held in person in Assisi and 

organised by the Italian 

Regional Couples.  

The theme of the meeting this 

year was from Matthew 25:14 

ñHe entrusted all his wealth to 

them.ò 

Each day the prayer and 

Mass for the day was led by a 

different International Zone 

and each day we focused on 

an aspect of the parable of the talents. Throughout the week we reflected on what 

is expected of a good and faithful servant and whether we keep our gifts hidden 

away in a ñmustyò box full of past memories or whether we perhaps should be like 

the person evoked by St John Chrysostom ñHe who has the gift of speech and 

doctrine to serve, loses grace if he does not use them, but he who strives attracts 

greater gifts that demand greater responsibilities.ò To those who have more, more 

will be given -in other words, God allocates according to our qualities! 

We reflected on how we have received gifts (Past) and we work on them (Present) 

in order to give an account of what we have done with them (Future). 

At a moment in each day, we reflected on some words or 

a phrase of Henri Caffarel, our Founder. We also worked 

in workshops and had group tasks to perform. 

We had one afternoon off and we were lucky to have a 

guided tour of the Basilica of St Francis in Assisi. There 

was a palpable sense of peace and prayer and we felt 

this also at the Basilica of Santa Maria del Angeli in the 

village below Assisi where St Francis lived and 

ministered to the poor. We were also privileged to be able 

to go to the church of Santa Maria Maggiore where the 

body of 15 year Carlo Acutis lies at peace.  It was very 

moving to see him lie there as if asleep looking like a 

normal teenager with his trainers and joggers.  Very moving!  And great to see so 

many young people come to spend time with him. 

 

Teams International College Meeting, 
Assisi July 2022 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Maria_Maggiore,_Assisi
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At the Gathering we also completed the formal AGM of the French Charity -

Equipes Notre-Dame and the AGM of the Friends of Father Caffarel (les Amis du 

Pere Caffarel).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As with any Team Gathering the getting to know new faces and the meeting of 

familiar faces even those seen only on Zoom was a highlight.  Shared meals and 

shared prayer, a night vigil of Adoration and the chats over coffee built friendships 

that will last.  Language was not 

a barrier! 

The highlight of the last day was 

finding out that the next Teams 

International Gathering for all 

Team members will be July 15-

20, 2024 in Turin in Italy.  Turin is 

the birthplace of John Bosco and 

Pier-Giorgio Frassati, patron of 

youth. 

Paul & Annette OôBeirne 

Responsible Couple  

Transatlantic Superregional  
 

 

Save the Date  !!  

Teams International Gathering July 15-20, 2024, Turin, Italy  

For us to judge possible interest, please complete the Google form at 

www.tinyurl.com/END-Turin 
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The 10th World meeting of Families 2022 took place 
in Rome last June. There were just 2,400 delegates 
invited from 120 countries across the world. The Irish 
delegation was led by Archbishop Eamon Martin of 
Armagh and Bishop Denis 
Nulty, the Chair of the 
Council for Marriage and the 
Family. The delegation 

comprised a family, with their 3 children, lay 
representatives of marriage movements and associations 
as well as priests. Brendan and I were honoured to travel 
as members of Equipes Notre Dame/Teams of Our Lady. 

It would be impossible to note all the impressions, but we 
have chosen three highlights to share with you. 

Firstly, it was wonderful to share the pilgrimage with 
many of the couples, individuals & clergy who are 
dedicated to caring for marriage & the family in Ireland at 
this time. We ate breakfast & celebrated the Eucharist 
together, huffed & puffed about the heat & the 
mosquitoes, shared delicious Italian food as well as the 
hospitality of the Irish College in Rome. We also learned 
more about each other's movements & vocations & have 
built bridges which we are sure will enrich our 
movements into the future. 

Secondly, we were encouraged by the presentations at 
the meeting which were inspirational & challenging. The 
joy and power of Godôs love shone through the most 
difficult circumstances. As Pope Francis said in Amoris 
Laetitia, ñno family drops down from heaven perfectly 
formedò. This conference was a master class in 
practical examples of how God causes us to grow and 
mature in the ability to love in everyday family life. The 
speakers who were mainly couples and families, were 
honest and courageous. They shared their stories and 
showcased many initiatives developed by couples, 
movements, parishes, and Bishops Councils all over 
the world. Initiatives which provide invaluable culturally 
specific, scaffolding to couples and families and provide 
practical tools for families to live their vocation as 
ódomestic churchesô. The ódomestic church was 
described by Lisa and Greg Popcak as "an 
outpost of grace in a hurting world". There were many 
witnesses to how experienced married couples can 
mentor engaged and newly married couples and how 
this has been structured in parishes and movements.  

World Meeting of Families, Rome 

Brendan & Rosemarie 
with Rubens & Tatiana 
communications couple 
in front of Icon by Fr 
Marko Rupnik 

Fr Darren Brennan,  
Bishop Denis Nulty &  
Fr Timothy Bartlett 
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Prayer punctuated our days. There was a time of 
prayerful adoration for all the delegates in the 
conference centre, Masses in St Peter's 
Basilica and in the beautiful chapels of the Irish 
College and finally in St Peterôs Square presided 
over by Pope Francis: He charged us ò Proclaim 
the beauty of being family with joy! Proclaim the 
grace of Christian marriage to children and young 
peopleò. 

Also included in the delegate programme was an 
evening in a local parish, fittingly called Holy 
Family Parish. They welcomed a 
bus load of delegates, Irish, Korean, Kenyan and 
Congolese. They fed us and prepared a beautiful 
multi-lingual prayer service which we participated 
in. During this, several couples and families spoke 
about their journey of faith as a couple or as a 
family. (It was all so natural, and we wondered 
could this happen in an Irish parish?)  

 

We were invited to speak on behalf of the 
Irish delegation and shared how we came 
to Teams of Our Lady, how the Team 
Meeting and endeavours support our 
journey towards holiness and how we live 
our mission as a married couple in the 
church. 

All in all, we had a great experience and 
thank sincerely Bishop Denis Nulty and 
the Bishops Council for Marriage and the 

Family for inviting us to be part of the10th World Meeting of Families in Rome. More 
information including some of the talks are available on the following link  
https://ewtn.co.uk/tag/world-meeting-of-families/ 

Brendan and Rosemarie Gavin, Teams, Ireland 
 

 

 

 

Brendan with members of the ERI representing Teams 

Pope Francis before the closing Mass 

Brendan & Rosemarie with Korean couple 
who had piloted Teams in Korea 
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Thank you so much for the support of all the 
Teams members who were involved in the 
Synodal process and offered their individual or 
Team responses, and to those who hosted or 
took part in one of the four Zoom meetings to 
discuss various questions. We know that 
many have also been involved in their Parish 
synodal responses. 

Pope Francis says ñSynodality indicates walking together and listening to one 
another but above all to the Holy Spirit.ò 

In GB, we listened to the many people who joined in the Zoom meetings to look at 
two or three of the questions at each session, to 6 Teams who gave Team 
responses and one individual person who gave a written response. The other 
regions of the Transatlantic Region, Malawi, South Africa, Ireland, Trinidad and 
Tobago also submitted their responses 

All of these responses were recorded,read through carefully several times before 
being collated and then synthesized. A lot of prayer also went into this whole 
process of synthesis. We hope that the synthesis reflects your thoughts. 

The final document from Transatlantic is available for those who wish to read it on 
the Teams GB website. https://teams-transatlantic.org/latest-news/ 

All 14 Super Regions will now have sent their synthesis to the ERI (the Leading 
Team) and they now have the task of drawing together a worldwide ñEquipes Notre 
Dameò submission to send to the Vatican. 

Let us remember that this is an ongoing process that has gone from Parish to 
Diocese to Bishops and will involve a lot more listening and prayer  

Annette and Paul OôBeirne 

ñIn the one People of God, therefore, let us journey together, in order to experience 
a Church that receives and lives this gift of unity, and is open to the voice of the 
Spirit,ò Pope Francis said, stressing that the Synod is an ñecclesial momentò, not a 
parliament or an investigation into opinions, but ñan ecclesial momentò whose 
protagonist is the Holy Spirit. ñWithout the Spirit, there is no Synod,ò he stressed.  

Pope Francis at the opening Mass for the Synod. 9 October 2021 
 

Synod National Synthesis Document 

The CBCEW National Synthesis Document, summing up responses to the Synod 
consultation from all the Dioceses of England and Wales, in many ways makes 
uplifting reading, not least for the fact that responses from every one of the 22 
Dioceses in the Bishopsô Conference, and various additional organisations, are 
explicitly quoted.  Perhaps this was a minimum that could be done, but it conveys 
an effort to demonstrate that voices from every Diocese and responding group have 
been heard. 

Synodal Process- Teams Synodal Response 



 

 11 

Being one half of the Regional Couple for Teams GB Central Region, and thereby a 
member of the Teams GB Province Team, I was involved in facilitating online 
Synod consultation sessions from December through March within Teams GB.  
This piqued my interest about how the consultation was being conducted across 
Dioceses, and the variability surprised me, from the phrasing of consultation 
questions, to the training and additional resources offered, the degree of publicity, 
and the opportunities to contribute. 

During the consultation in my own parish, I struggled to sift my inner feelings and 
articulate what I thought at first I might contribute.  So I didnôt say much.  But when I 
browsed the National Synthesis Document, I heard my own thoughts reflected back 
to me at many points. 

Three paragraphs that appear successively toward the end of the document really 
struck me, especially as I find them applicable to what happens in our Teams: 

81. Synodal conversion will be merely or superficially structural without a 
commitment to facilitate personal conversion, enabling an encounter and 
relationship with the person of Jesus Christ through prayer, retreats, 
pilgrimages, eucharistic liturgies, spiritual accompaniment and faith-sharing in 
groups. Participation in mission flows from a deepening communion: for the 
faithful to see themselves as missionary disciples, they need to experience the 
joy of belonging, which is in turn fruit of participation. An ever deepening 
synodality will both reflect and enable the journey of faith. 

82. Key to deepening the bonds of belonging to 
Christ and to each other are small groups 
prayerfully reflecting on Scripture (lectio divina) 
and other kinds of prayer. Most reports mention 
basic ecclesial-type communities that include 
both lay people and clergy as key to fostering a 
synodal culture of humble listening and honest 
speaking. They enable participation, especially 
for those on the margins, and are vital for 
transcending debilitating divisions between 
Catholics, allowing the Spirit to reconcile diversity 
and open new horizons while uniting the body. 

83. The personal journey of a joy-filled faith spills 
forth in missionary discipleship, which in turn calls for resources to be directed 
into formation opportunities for both lay people and priests. There is a profound 
hunger, at least on the part of those who took part in the synod, to deepen their 
faith through learning and skills in order to offer themselves for mission and 
service. Synodality ñrequires us to be open to the voice of the Holy Spirit and 
making listening a norm of pastoral ministry.òYou can find the National 
Synthesis Document at https://www.cbcew.org.uk/synodal-church/ if youôd like 
to read it for yourself. 

Paul DeBoo, Northampton St. Thomas Team 

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/synodal-church/
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 The Team Meeting 
The team is not an end in itself; it supports its 
couples and spiritual counsellor; it allows them : 

¶ to experience special times of prayer together 
and of sharing; 

¶ to help one another effectively in journeying 
to the Lord and bearing witness to Him. 

 
In the life of every Christian community there are 
three phases : 

¶ Turning, with Christ, to the Father to welcome His love ; 

¶ Sharing this love in Christ: ñThe whole group of believers were of one heart 
and one soul ;(Acts 4:32) 

¶ Moved by the Spirit of Christ, they go out to reveal this love to the World. 
 
No couple joins a team under pressure and none is forced to remain. But those 
who do stay are asked to be loyal: to the other couples, to the practise of mutual 
support and to the formative ways of the Movement, as well being active in the 
Movement and remaining faithful to the Spirit. 
 
The team meeting 
The team meeting is a special time of sharing between the team members in an 
atmosphere of fraternal love. True mutual love is demanding and cannot result 
from a passive attitude. Sharing requires a climate of mutual trust and discretion 
from each member of the team. 

The team meets once a month at the home of one of the couples. It is very 
important for all the members of the team to be present in order to promote 
harmony and preserve the unity of the team. 

There are five parts to the 
meeting and sufficient time must 
be allotted to each: 

¶ the meal, 

¶ general sharing, 

¶ communal prayer, 

¶ sharing on the endeavours, 

¶ exchange of views on the 
study topic. 

This sequence may change 
according to the needs of the 
team. 
 
More information on aspects of Teams can be found on the following link  
https://equipes-notre-dame.com/en/team-life/ 
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We know that we learn, pray and seek to grow in our love of God in many ways- 

and that people have used images as well as words to do this for millennia. 

Recently, the Middlesbrough Team used images to explore something of what we 

understand about Mary and how she leads us 

to Christ.  

We each chose one or two from a selection 

that had been collected over many years, and 

shared responses and thoughts that arose. We 

agreed we have a variety of ideas regarding 

Maryôs gifts and character, some of which are 

overtly of a particular place, time or culture. 

Sometimes these ideas can be personal to us. 

Whatever they are, it is how they guide us 

towards God that matters. 

Here are some of the images we used for you 

to reflect upon. 

Paul and Sue Rowney,  Middlesbrough Team 

Team discussion topic:  
Images for Reɥection 
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North West Sector - Crazy Golf Event 

After 2 years of Zoom meetings, Zoom retreats, Zoom mixed teams events and 
streamed Masses, the north west region were finally able to get back to some 
normality with an actual, in person event! It was decided that what would really 
bond the group would be a lovely competitive game of crazy golf! 

 

Team discussion topic: Images for Reɥection 

LƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ  

 


