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We are resuming the ERI Newsletter format which replaces the #Farbutnear 
bulletins which had an important role during the whole pandemic period when 
it was impossible to meet face-to-face. A total of nine online bulletins are still 
available on the international website:  
https://equipes-notre-dame.com/es/equipe-responsable-international/bulletin-
loin-mais-proche/  
We thank all the members of the International College for their continued 
cooperation in making this bulletin possible.  
 
In this new newsletter we will provide some commentary on the two very 
important meetings that have taken place, following the sad cancellation of 
the International Meeting of Regional Couples in Assisi scheduled for March. In 
its place, and given the fewer health restrictions in Spain, it was possible to hold 
a meeting of some of the members of the Satellite Teams, as well as a face-to-
face meeting of the International Leading Team, both in Seville. 
 
Meeting of the Satellite Teams, 12 to 14 March 2022 
 
During this period, there was a meeting of two of the four Satellite Teams. These 
teams have been working on previously agreed themes and are coordinated 
by Mariola and Elizeu Calsing. Father Paulo Renato, who accompanies them in 
this mission, could not be present at the meeting, but he has followed all the 
work that has been carried out to date. The couples were accompanied by Fr. 
Ricardo Londoño, ERI Spiritual Counsellor, who brought forward his trip to share 
these days. The Pedagogy team and the Young Couples team took part in this 
meeting.  
The Pedagogy team is focussing on reviewing piloting that has been carried out 
in the different SR and RR. Drawing on this material, they are preparing new 
material that can be used in locations that are looking for a renewal of their 
piloting plans. The team is made up of four couples who have been able to 
meet in person for the first time since the team was created in 2019. 
Coordinated by Silvia and Chico Pontes from Brazil, the team includes Rozenn 
and Frederic Tiberghien from France; Souad and Edouard Borgi from Lebanon; 
and Lucyna and Krzysztof Wysoccy from Poland.   
Another team has dedicated itself to preparing material for Young Couples, 
and is coordinated by a Spanish couple, Ricardo and Carmen Rodríguez-Marín. 
They are developing material designed for a broad spectrum of couples, both 
married and unmarried, with diverse backgrounds and concerns but with a 



common denominator: the desire to foster their couplehood by reflecting on 
the fundamental aspects that shape their common growth and life project.  
The meeting reviewed the work that is already well advanced, doing some 
comments and adjustments. The final version will be presented to the ERI at the 
end of June. 
 

 
Participants at the Satellite Team meeting 
 
ERI meeting, 15-19 March 2022 
 
We all had mixed feelings in attending this meeting. It was a joy to be able to 
finally bring together all the members of the ERI in person. You will remember, 
Faye and Kevin Noonan, Liaison Couple for the Eurasia Zone, could not come 
to the last meeting in Mexico City in October, as they were not yet authorised 
to leave Australia due to government COVID restrictions. However, at the same 
time, we know that this meeting was scheduled to replace a meeting that was 
to have been held on the same dates in Assisi. It was planned to be a large 
meeting. Unfortunately, it had already been postponed twice, due to the 
pandemic, and finally had to be cancelled. Travel restrictions in Italy meant 
that half of the participants were unable to attend, and this led to its 
cancellation. The themes and work were very intense and varied over the 
course of these days, some of the most important are listed below: 
 
- The work began with a joyful and celebratory Eucharist. Spiritual animation 
was provided by Fr. Ricardo who helped us to open our hearts for the sharing 
that followed and for a Sitdown that invited us to rethink our service. Every day 
we set aside times of prayer, Eucharist, and reflection on the words of Father 
Caffarel. These inspired us and helped us to live this meeting. On Friday we also 
experienced a Stations of the Cross, in the garden of the house where we were 
staying.  
 



- Before starting our 
activities, we had a 
moment of 
remembrance and 
prayer for Théophile 
Guentangue, recently 
deceased; together 
with his widow 
Benedicta, they were 
responsible for SR 
Francophone Africa. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
- Much of the work of this ERI meeting was devoted to preparing for the 
International College which will take place in Assisi in July. The whole 
programme had to be adapted to replace the meeting that was planned for 
March. 
 
- It was also very important to read and comment on all the reports of the Zones 
presented by the Liaison Couples of the Zones. Among other issues, an 
important reflection is being carried out, looking at the criteria for grouping the 
SR and RR in the various Zones and trying to balance and review whether any 
modification should be made to improve the animation and life of the teams in 
each Zone.  
 
- A number of proposals have also been considered for the celebration of the 
75th Anniversary of the Teams' Charter, which will take place on 8 December 
2022. One of the important decisions is that the last ERI meeting of the year will 
be held in Paris around this date.  
 
- In this regard, a possible calendar was also discussed, looking at ERI meetings 
and activities until the end of service of the current ERI in July 2024. There have 
been many years in which it has not been possible to travel or meet, and we 
are hopeful that from now on this may change, although we remain open and 
willing to accept unforeseen events.  
 
- Work has also been undertaken on the study topics for the next two years. The 
2022-2023 study topic has already been delivered to all members of the 
College and al so the proposals for cover designs. Work has also begun on the 
2023-2024 study topic, which will deal with the Eucharist. 
 
- The communication project has also been analysed, based on the responses 
that all SRs and RRs have sent, which basically invited a personalised reflection 



on the situation of communication in the areas where they exercise their 
responsibility. Other communication issues were also discussed. 
 
- An important administrative and financial analysis, statistics and the activities 
of the Secretariat were presented. It should be noted that the renovation work 

at the International Secretariat 
headquarters has begun. The general 
façade and roof waterproofing work 
has been completed. Work began on 
12 April on the 7th floor of Rue de la 
Glacière, where our office is located. 
The work is expected to be 
completed in about three months.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Renovation of the façade at 49, rue de la Glacière 
 
 
 
- Considerable time has also been devoted to relations with the Vatican, and 
the synodal consultation in which all the SRs and RRs are participating. This has 
a deadline of 31 May 2022. A proposal for collaboration between the Pontifical 
Theological Institute of John Paul II and Teams of Our Lady on formation has 
also been discussed. In addition, we have talked about the participation of 
some of the members of the ERI in the World Meeting of Families in June 2022 in 
Rome. We are invited to attend by means of the online options that will be 
made available to all.  

 
 
 



-Mariola and Elizeu gave an update about progress on the Satellite Teams’ 
work. Both teams were present at the meeting in Seville. The Research and 
Reflection Team is carrying out a pilot survey in SR Colombia with very positive 
results.  
 
- Work continues on the International Gathering in July 2024. More information 
will be provided at the next International College.  
 
- At the next International College, we will officially welcome the new couples 
who will be part of the College from now on. They are:  
 
 

o Edith and Jerôme Ekoue Kovi, SR Francophone Africa 
o Mauro and Enza Barlettani, SR Italy 
o Georgina and Youssef Boutros, RR Lebanon 
o Malek Jabra and Angelik Horani, RR Syria 
o Manfred and Catherine Victoire, RR Mauritius 

 
 
 
 
Meeting with SR Spain, Wednesday 16th and Saturday 19th March 
 
The ERI always has some key moments of communion and closeness with the 
teams and with the church in the city that welcomes us. On this occasion, we 
allocated the Wednesday afternoon for an interesting cultural visit to the 
cathedral of Seville, accompanied by some members of the Spanish Super 
Regional Team. This included its leaders, Pedro and Rocío and their counsellor 
Fr. Josep Buades S.J. Together, we visited the Archbishop of Seville, Monsignor 
José Ángel Saiz Meneses. We thank him for his affection and closeness, and for 
his deep knowledge of Teams, as he was once a spiritual counsellor. We also 
had the opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist in the Basilica of Jesús del Gran 
Poder, and we were able to meet with members of the SR Spain service team, 
with whom we shared a magnificent dinner and took part in a Sevillanas class 
that concluded the Wednesday evening. 
 
Finally, in the afternoon of Saturday 19th, we had a meeting with team 
members. This allowed us to have a time of fruitful conversation. We celebrated 
the Eucharist together in the church of Dos Hermanas, a town near Seville, 
where our retreat house was located. We were able to learn more about the 
Spanish Super Region, and to answer the questions they posed to the ERI. We 
were also able to explain the role of the ERI and the most important aspects of 
its mission. We concluded with a great shared dinner.  
 
We are grateful for the facilities, the help provided, and the enthusiastic 
dedication of Pedro, Rocío and Josep for making this meeting possible in 
Seville.  
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Visit to the cathedral and to the Archbishop of Seville  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
Dinner with the members of the service team and Sevillanas class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Eucharist in the church of Dos Hermanas (Seville)  

Meeting with the SR Spain team members 
 
 
 
Forthcoming activities 
 
• Participation in the World Meeting of Families - Edgardo and Clarita, Fr. 

Ricardo, Mariola and Elizeu, and Paola and Giovanni, 22-26 June, Rome. 
• Meeting of the ERI, 19-23 July, Assisi 
• International College, 24-29 July, Assisi.  
 


